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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A server system comprising: 

a plurality of minted circuit assemblies; 

a server management card coupled to the plurality of printed circuit assemblies for 
monitoring and managL operation of the server system, the server management card 
receiving and storing states information from the plurality of printed circuit assemblies; 
and 

a first LCD panel rVounted on the server system and coupled to the server 
management card, the first LCD panel providing a user interface for configuring the 
server management card and accessing and manipulating the stored status information 
from the server management care 

2. The server system of claim, 1, wherein the first LCD panel includes an LCD 
display, and a plurality of alphanumeric keys for entering alphanumeric information. 

3. The server system of claim 2, Vherein the first LCD P anel &rtlier 1110111(168 3 
plurality of navigation keys for navigatingVrough menus displayed on the LCD display. 

4. The server system of claim 1, whereinvthe server management card includes a set 
of user interfaces in addition to the first YcD panel for configuring the server 
management card and accessing the stored\status information from the server 
management card. 

5. The server system of claim 4, wherein the s\t of user interfaces to the server 
management card includes at least one of a second LC^ panel, a serial interface, and a 

LAN interface. 
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6. The server system of claim 4, wherein the first LCD panel includes a lockout key 
\ \ for arbitrating controW the server management card between the first LCD panel and the 



set of user interfaces. 



7. The server system\f claim 6, wherein the lockout key includes an associated LED 
for indicating a lockout stat 

8. The server system of claim 1, wherein the first LCD panel is mounted on a front 
panel of the server system, the Server system further comprising a second LCD panel 
substantially similar to the first LC© panel mounted on a back panel of the server system. 



A method of communicating Witt 
and obtain status information from cards 
comprising: 

providing a management card in 



a server system to configure the server system 
fitted in the server system, the method 

le server system; 



transmitting status information fr|>m the cards fitted in the server system to the 
management card; 

providing a first LCD panel mom ted on the server system and coupled to the 
management card; 



1 

transmitting the status informatioi 



panel; 



panel; 



from the management card to the first LCD 



displaying the received status info mation on an LCD display of the first LCD 

entering configuration informatio] on a keypad of the first LCD panel; 
transmitting the configuration inft rmation from the first LCD panel to the 



h 



management card; and 

storing the configuration informat 



on on the management card. 



laV9> 



^ V^IO. The method of claQ^9, and further comprising: 
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providing a set of user interfaces to the management card including at least one 
serial port interface and at least one LAN interface. 

11. The meth\d of claim 10, wherein the set of user interfaces further includes a 
second LCD panel: 



1 2 . The method oV claim 1 0 or claim 1 1 , and further comprising: 

pressing a lockout key on the keypad of the, first LCD panel, thereby gaining 
control of the management card and locking out control of the management card through 
one of the interfaces in tne set of user interfaces. 

1 3 . The method of claita 1 2, and further comprising: 

providing a lockout \tatus indication on the first LCD panel to indicate a lockout 

status. 



: " 14. The method of claim 9, Wi further comprising: 

Jjj navigating through a mehu displayed on the LCD display of the first LCD panel 

using navigation keys on the LCD^panel. 

$/tJiff%? 15 • An LCD P anel confl ? nQd to be attached to a server s y stem and coupled to a 
management card of the serv r system, the LCD panel comprising: 
an LCD display; 

a plurality of alphanumeric keys for entering alphanumeric strings that are 



and 



displayed on the LCD display: 
a plurality of navigatio 
LCD display and selecting me lu items 



l keys for navigating through a menu displayed on the 



16. The LCD panel of claim 

a lockout key for gaining ai 




further comprising: 
asing control of the management card. 
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17. The LCD panel of clai 
an LED associated wit! 




18. The LCD panel of claii i 
display server status informatic n : 




, and further comprising: 
lockout key for indicating a lockout status. 



15, wherein the LCD panel is configured to retrieve and 
i, and transmit server configuration information. 
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